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PRELUDE 

Savior of the Nations Come   Manz 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess 

that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace 

your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back 

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG 
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GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

Let us pray: 

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into implements of 

planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far 

gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. 

 

As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, 

empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. 

 

O house of Jacob, come, 

let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
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GLORIA 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

Let us pray.  

 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 80:1-7, 17-19 

 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3Restore us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 4O LORD God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong for yourself.  

 18And so will we never turn away from you; 

  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. R 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 

A reading from Corinthians.  

 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 

in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 

every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are 

not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will 

also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he 

will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 

all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 

and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 

at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say 

to all: Keep awake.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

 
 

NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 

prayers for everyone in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, 

peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing 

ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our 

relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them 

with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with 

welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing 

severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or 

facing food insecurity. (Local feeding or housing ministries may be named). Relieve their 

burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, 

chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses (especially). Ease their suffering and support 

them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or 

healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain all 

who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE  

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR GOD’S GIFTS 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Generous God, 

you have created all that is, 

and you provide for us in every season. 

Bless all that we offer, 

that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 

In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Lord, reveal to us your Kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. 

Come, eat and drink. 

 
[For reasons of safety and hygiene, we receive Holy Communion in our seats. We invite those at home to 

pray with those partaking in person. Pastor Linderman will bring the host to each person. If you only 

wish to receive a blessing, cross your hands over your chest, and Pastor will give you a blessing. The 

communion assistant will follow with the wine. Please take a cup from the tray, and after drinking it, keep 

it until after the service, when you can dispose of it on your way out of the sanctuary. We understand that 

we truly receive the Lord’s body and blood when we respond to the verbal promise, “The body and blood 

of Christ, shed for you” with a believing heart, trusting that what is said is indeed true because it is 

Christ who promises it. Thus, we respond aloud, “Amen.”] 

 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Gracious and abundant God, 

you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 

In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 

and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BLESSING 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  
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DISMISSAL:  Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE     Wake, Awake for Night is Flying  Manz 
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