
 
 

 

 
 

                                      Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
February 1, 2026 
8AM & 10:15AM 

The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Ramsey, New Jersey  



 
 

2 
 

PRELUDE 
In the Bleak Midwinter     Archer 
WELCOME 
 
*CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 
Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Mighty God, lover of justice, 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 
 
†GATHERING SONG   ELW 308, v. 1, 2, 3 
 
*GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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GLORIA ELW p. 139 S139 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly 
and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance 
in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 

A reading from Micah. 
 
 1 Hear what the LORD says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
 for the LORD has a case against his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 
 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 
 6 “With what shall I come before the LORD 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
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 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
  and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice and to love kindness 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: PSALM 15 

 

 1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart;  
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the  
LORD. 
 They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the 
innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. R 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

A reading from First Corinthians. 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs 
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and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the 
presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for 
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in 
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, ELW p.142 S 142a 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
†SERMON 
†HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 651 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, 
love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social 
justice and humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the 
health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of 
life on earth. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and 
respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, 
journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, 
or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort 
any who grieve or suffer in any way. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for 
parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for 
their neighbor and care for others. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly 
with you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all 
for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our 
Savior. 
Amen. 
PEACE 
THANKSGIVING FOR GOD’S GIFTS 
 
OFFERTORY SONG  ELW 182 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
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through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS, ELW p. 144, S144b 
   In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
 
LAMB OF GOD  ELW P. 146 S146 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
[On the first Sunday of the month, we will be communing at the Communion 
Rail. All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! You are welcome to kneel or stand at 
the rail, as you prefer. The ushers will invite you to come forward in two lines by 
the center aisle. Fill in along the rail starting from the wall and working toward 
the center. Pastor will provide the bread, and the assistant will bring the tray 
from which you take your own glass of wine or juice. (There are a few glasses of 
grape juice in each tray, and gluten free wafers, for those who wish. Just ask 
Pastor Linderman.) As soon as you are finished, return to your seat along the 
side aisle, putting your empty class in the tray at front of each side aisle. If you 
cannot come forward, stay in your seat and Pastor Linderman will bring 
communion to you. If you only wish to receive a blessing, cross your hands over 
your chest, and Pastor will give you a blessing.] 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC: 
Carlisle             Blackwell 
 
*TABLE BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. Amen. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BENEDICTION 
P: May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
†SENDING SONG    ELW 308 v. 4, 5, 6 
*DISMISSAL  
A: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE  
Let Every Child of God Rejoice               Krebs 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We dedicate ourselves to nurturing the awareness of 
God’s presence in our world, and to sharing our blessings with 

others. 
 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
55 Wyckoff Avenue, Ramsey, NJ  07446    

Tel: (201) 327-0148 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Music Note:  Curious about the title of the Prelude?  What’s the B-A-C-H part all 
about?  J. S Bach’s last name can actually be played on the piano.  A and C are easy.  
They’re the usual notes that we know.   In German, The “B” is B flat and “H” is B 
natural.  It makes a nice little theme that Bach himself used, as have many other 
composers from his time to ours.   
 
- Congregational Meeting today, February 1st at 11:30  
- Sunday School Dates: February 1, 8 
-Youth Group February 1 
-Confirmation Retreat on February 7th,  9-4pm, service to follow 
- NO Sunday School February 15 
- Family Service on February 22, 10:15am 
- Middle School Class on February 24 
- Bible Study on Wednesdays, 10am 

 

Thank you to all of our members for your very generous support of our "Together 
Towards Tomorrow" Campaign. We ask that when sending in your contribution, 
please use separate envelopes for your regular stewardship offering and your 
Capital Campaign contribution. We were able to reach 99% of our Stewardship 
goal of $207,000, and 96% of our Capital projects goal of $194,000. Thank you all 
so much for your support. If you did not pledge to either campaign, we encourage 
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your prayerful consideration and participation. For more information on our Capital 
Campaign, go to https://www.redeemerramsey.org/2025-capital-campaign.html. 

Upcoming Events:  Holy Communion will take place at the communion rail on 
the first Sunday of each month. The next date will be March 1. This is an experiment 
in worship style that was inspired by our recent congregational worship survey.  

NEW! Bible Class: “How Lutherans Read the Bible” This study is designed by 
Pastor Linderman to help members feel confident about reading the Bible on their 
own, and getting to know the Lutheran tradition more deeply. The study consists of 
5 classes held on Mondays on Zoom, 7:30-9pm. Dates are Jan 26, Feb 2, 9, and 
23rd, and March 2. Sessions will be recorded, so you can catch up if you miss a 
week. Contact Pastor Linderman with questions. Sign Up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4FABAC23A7F49-61521934-bible 

Our 2026 Offering Envelopes have arrived! They will be available to be picked up in 
the breezeway before and after church service. Members with Numbers 1-90 will 
have envelopes to pick up. Remember, you can now indicate on each envelope how 
your contribution will be appropriated. 
 
 
Our next Family Service will be on February 22, 10:15AM.  
 
Our Annual Congregation Meeting will be held following the service today, 
February 1 at 11:30am. 
 
Looking to live generously at Redeemer? Join our church council!  
There are open positions at Evangelism and Youth.  
 

Give your OFFERING online at https://www.redeemerramsey.org/give-
now.html.  Automatic weekly or monthly offering from a bank account or 
credit card can be set up by using the “Give Now” function on our website 
and choosing the “Recurring Giving” checkbox. Or mail your check to the 
church office as well. 

 

 

 

mailto:https://www.redeemerramsey.org/2025-capital-campaign.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4FABAC23A7F49-61521934-bible
https://www.redeemerramsey.org/give-now.html
https://www.redeemerramsey.org/give-now.html
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for everyone.”   
Timothy 2:1 

For the family of Frank 
Mancione & Ernie 
Mansley 
Al Boehm  
Alice Kohler 
Aliece 
Allen Bron  
Alvin  
Andrea  
Angela LaPenna 
Ann Slingland  
Anne Mae Estep 
Ashley 
Ashlin Klev  
Audrey Maune  
Barbara 
Betsy 
Betty Dicker  
Beverly Klingler  
Brenda Morelock 
Brianna 
Bob Sheldon 
Burri Family  
Candice 
Caro & Jack Kaiser 
Carl 
Carol Genovese  
Carol H 
Carol Pope 
Carol Weber 
Caroline Featherstone 
Caroline K 
Charles Genovese 
Cheryl Ruocco 
Christopher Daniel  
Christy 
Cindy DeYoung 
Cole 
Cyndi Crean 
Dave 
David Atwood 
Dawn 
Debra Wright 

Dee Duncan  
Elaine  
Eliana  
Elizabeth Ernst* 
Ellen Joyce  
Emily 
Eric 
Gail 
Gary H 
George Westcott 
Ginny  
Griffin  
Grundy Family 
Gus Hess  
Hans Kleipool 
Hannah 
Iranice 
Irene 
James Redfield 
Jan Greten 
Jane  
Jane Donlon  
Jared Guarino 
Jeanne Candal 
Jeanne Longo  
Jeannie Sarreshtedari 
Jenn Lattera  
Jill Rasmussen 
Joan B.  
Joan Piercy* 
Julie Spreen  
June  
Jurgen Gustowarow  
Kate  
Kathryn 
Ken Young 
Kim Daehnke  
Kimberly 
Kimmie 
Krista Kyle 
Gauweiler 
Kristen 
Landon Wilson  

Larry  
Laura 
Leo 
Lily 
Linda 
Linda Conboy-Schall 
Lio Ortega  
Lois Berger   
Lola Scala 
Luciana 
Maddie 
Mariann M 
Marika 
Mary Certoma 
MaryJane 
Matt Arco Family 
Matthew  
Maureen Kopinski   
Melina  
Michelle Owens 
Michelle 
Nancy Kaiser 
Nora S.  
Norman Duprez 
Pat  
Patricia  
Patricia Schermerhorn 
Peter Johnson  
Priti Patel 
Rachel Antorino 
Richard 
Richard & Barbara 
Strazdus  
RJ 
Roger Walz 
Sheri & Joe Roddy 
Shirley H. 
Sheryl Van Duzer 
Sophie 
Spoerl Family 
Susan Turner & family 
Travis Knyfd 

Wendy 
Wendy C. 
 

Our sister 
congregation, 
St. Stephan’s 

Grace 
Community; 

 
Daudi 

Msseemmaa 
and his wife 
Kellen (our 

ELCA 
missionaries 

in East 
Africa) 

 
 
 
 
 

To add or 
remove a 

name from the 
prayer list, 

please call or 
email the 

church office. 
Your devotion 
in praying for 
people listed 
is sincerely 
appreciated. 
(“*” denotes 
a homebound 

member 
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Sending Hymn ELW 308 v. 4, 5, 6 
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