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Pastor’s Message 

by Pastor Michael C. Linderman, Ph. D. 

January 2022

Dear friends in Christ,  

A very happy New Year to you all!  

What an incredible year we have just been through. We saw 
unprecedented disruptions to our national, communal and family 
lives, on many levels. For a time, it looked like the pandemic would 
subside and we might get back into a new normal. Then came 
Omicron, and we lost a sense of progress and momentum. Over 
the course of the year, we all sustained losses in many different 
ways—professionally, personally, and as a society.  And we should 
expect to struggle with the challenges caused by the pandemic 
throughout this next year. 

As I look ahead to 2022, I’ve been meditating on the advice of 
Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt, a German pastor at the turn of the 
20th century, who in the midst of incredible upheaval in his society, 
advised focusing our attention on Christ already at work in people. 
He wrote: 
   “If you are observant, you can always find traces of God at work. 
God is always moving, in our hearts and among those nearest to 
us…. So, keep your eyes and ears open, and as soon as you 
perceive something of God’s work, let it speak to you.”* 

As we look to 2022, let us take time to perceive God’s work among 
us, and let it speak to us. We don’t know exactly what may need to 
change over the coming months, so we will need to be clear-
headed, patient, and flexible. But God is with us, and always has 
been. His promises of unconditional love and mercy stand firm. 
Happy New Year to you all. +PL 

*(Blumhardt, Everyone Belongs to God: Discovering the Hidden Christ, Plough 
Publishing House, 2015, p. 37)
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Volunteer to assist in our worship 
services!  

It’s easy, and a rewarding service to 
God’s people! We are looking for 
volunteers to sign up to be Assisting 
Ministers, Altar Guild volunteers, and 
Ushers. Please see our signup page 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d44adae28a0fd0-worship

Social Ministry 

by Sharon Vogel, Chair

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. Be sure to select our 
congregation at “Supporting” on AmazonSmile.

Finance 

by Fred Ufferfilge

The 2022 offering envelopes are here! 
They will not contain monthly 
envelopes for Building Improvement 
and Social Ministry. Instead, each 
weekly envelope will have spaces 
provided for the General Fund, 
Building Improvement, Social Ministry 
and Other. You can write one check 
and divide the contribution among the 
funds you prefer. Each box still contains 
envelopes for the festival Sundays. New 
to the box will be envelopes for Easter 
and Christmas flowers. Pick yours up at 
church, or contact the church office to 
get yours delivered.

We want to thank the Redeemer 
congregation for the generous 
support of both the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Collections. Many 
families received needed food 
items and gifts for their children 
thanks to you! Particular thanks to 
Karen Vozeh for taking charge of 
the Christmas Gift Collection, with 
the assistance of Bettina Vozeh. 

On a more somber note, the ELCA 
Disaster Response is partnering with 
local agencies to provide for the 
immediate needs of those affected 
by the devastating tornadoes in 
Kentucky and 5 other states. Gifts to 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
designated for “US Tornadoes” will 
be used entirely for the affected 
persons. To help this effort and 
contribute , go to 
www.community.elca.org/US 

May you all have a very Happy New 
Year, and may 2022 bring you 
Peace, Comfort, and Joy!

Worship & Music 

by Gerhart Lempp
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Music Notes 

by Fran Morton, Music Director

To Redeemer’s Pipe Organ 
– Happy 30th Birthday!
  That’s right.  In 2022 our pipe organ turns 
30!  The milestone date is January 19, 1992.  
At 4P on January 19th the Inaugural Concert 
was played by Jon Gillock, a well-known 
concert organist.   But that was the end of a 
two-year journey.   
  Setting specifications, building and 
installing a pipe organ is a lengthy process 
at the best of times.  In Redeemer’s case, it 
had additional complications.   According to 
John Peragallo Jr, Peragallo Organ Company 
Executive,  at the start of this journey he 
addressed the congregation to plead for the 
removal of recently installed carpeting in the 
Chancel where the organ pipe chamber and 
console would go.  Instead, he 
recommended a wood floor to enhance the 
resonance and blend of the organ sound in 
the Sanctuary as a whole.  This renovation of 
the Sanctuary was to be put to a 
congregational vote that day.   
  A quick sidebar – carpet is the bane of 
organists’ existence.  Acoustically, it soaks up 
and muffles sound more than anything else. 
 When added to the sound absorption of a 
sanctuary full of people it makes organs 
sound as if they are wearing a huge heavy 
mask.   

  After some suspense, the congregation 
voted to remove the carpet and replace it 
with hardwood flooring, setting the stage for 

the bright, beautiful sound we hear from the 
instrument today. 

  I’m sure there are many more stories and 
recollections from the original pipe organ 
project out there in the Redeemer 
community.  I’d love to learn them.  If you 
have one, please let me know.  I’d love to be 
able to put together a 30th Anniversary book 
for our pipe organ.   

  Stay tuned for future Reminder columns, 
videos and other communications about our 
wonderful organ as the 30th Year of 
Redeemer’s pipe organ goes along.  Happy 
New Year to all! 

—Fran Morton, Music Director, Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer 
music@redeemerramsey.org 
Mobile:  201-315-7384 

Join us for Taking Down our Life-size 
Nativity Scene 

Saturday, Jan 8th, 2022 
9 AM 

Many hands make light work!

mailto:music@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:music@redeemerramsey.org


	 	 Page 4

Thank You:  
Dear Pastor and friends of Yvonne 
Schadei, wishing you all good tidings and 
joy! Thank you for the many years you 
made this House of God [Redeemer] a 
warm and welcoming place for my Mom. 
You were all so special to her. Merry 
Christmas—always—with fondness and 
appreciation, Nicole Kantanas and Family. 

Church Council News 

By Barbara Nemcheck, President

Confirmation Schedule Jan/Feb: 
Jan 9 - class  at 4:30 PM 
Jan 16 - NO CLASS 
Jan 23 - class 
Jan 30 - NO CLASS 
Feb 4-5 - Over night RETREAT at 
Crossroads Camp and Retreat Center 
Feb 13 - NO CLASS 
Feb 20 - NO CLASS 
Feb 27 - class

Redeemer’s Annual 
Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, January 30, Time TBA 
In-person and on ZOOM

Council is looking for a TREASURER 
Are you good with numbers? Are you 
looking for a way to serve God and help 
the church? Maybe you are being called 
to volunteer to be our next Treasurer.  

THANK YOU to Larry Thompson, who 
has served two terms as our treasurer 
and is stepping down this month. If you 
are interested, please contact Barbara 
Nemcheck, Church Council President, at 
bnemcheck@burnsmcd.com

Christian Education 

By Heather Layng, Christian Education Chair

Thank You: 
Dear Members of Redeemer, on behalf of 
me and my family, thank you so much for 
the generous Christmas gift! I treasure our 
work together in the cause of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ! Peace to you all in the New 
Year! 
Pastor Linderman and family

Sunday School Schedule Jan/Feb: 
Jan 9 - classes at 9:15 AM 
Jan 16 - NO CLASS 
Jan 23 - classes 
Jan 30 - classes 
Feb 6 - classes 
Feb 13 - classes 
Feb 20 - NO CLASS 
Feb 27 - classes 

Toddler – 2nd Grade 
3rd – 6th Grade 
7th Grade Pre-Confirmation 

Reminder – All 3rd – 6th grade students 
should bring their Good News Bibles each 
week to use in Sunday School. 
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Join us for a virtual Fellowship / Coffee Hour every Sunday following 10:15am Worship. 
To join this Zoom Meeting, go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/345715195?pwd=NVFrbTZTUU96SWRnbUgvRWZEM2tUZz09 
Meeting ID: 345 715 195, Password: 147185 

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1

2nd Sunday of Christmas            2 

9:15A NO Sunday School Today 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 

3 

1:30P 
Quilting 
Ministry

4 5 

10:00A 
Bible Study

6 

Epiphany

7 8 
9A 

Nativity 
Break 
Down

Baptism of Our Lord                     9 

9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 

4:30P Confirmation Class

10 

1:30P 
Quilting 
Ministry

11 

7:30P 
Council 
Meeting

12 

10:00A 
Bible Study

13 14 15

2nd Sunday after Epiphany       16 

9:15A NO Sunday School 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 

17 
MLK Day 

1:30P 
Quilting 
Ministry 

18 19 

10:00A 
Bible Study

20 

RR Articles 
Due

21 22

3rd Sunday after Epiphany        23 

9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 

4:30P Confirmation Class

24 

1:30P 
Quilting 
Ministry

25 26 

10:00A 
Bible Study

27 28 29

4th Sunday after Epiphany       30 

9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 

Congregational Meeting Time TBA 

31 

1:30P 
Quilting 
Ministry

**Virtual Worship Services are Live on Facebook @ The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer Ramsey, 
NJ. and on YouTube Channel “Lamb and Flag Ministries”
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ST. STEPHAN’S GRACE COMMUNITY 
Rev. Moacir Weirich 

7 Wilson Ave., Newark, NJ 07105 
(973) 465 2259 – pastormoacir@optimum.net 

Facebook: St. Stephan's Grace Community - ELCA 
  

 
Dear partners and friends, 

 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name.” (Luke 1:46-49) 

 
We just celebrated the 4th Sunday of Advent and these beautiful words from the Magnificat don’t 
seem to leave our minds. When Mary meets Elizabeth, her cousin, perhaps for help to lower the 
anxiety of an unexpected pregnancy or to discern about the future, God fills them with the Holy Spirit, 
revealing the blessings of what for many would appear to be a problem without a solution. When God 
breaks into our world, our plans, our problems, our doubts, we burst into songs of joy instead of 
shedding tears of lament. 
As the pandemic lingers on and the challenges of life never end, we might be prone to despair, unable 
to see the way out. Here at St. Stephan’s Grace Community the pandemic really interrupted many of 
our major elements of being community. With limited social gatherings and the absence of hugs, 
being a church seemed like a big challenge. But then came Zoom, the phone calls, the outdoor 
worship, the food and water distribution, the vaccine and testing clinics, the advocacy and financial 
assistance for those in need, and so we realize that God is at work more than ever and we can sing 
and dance even with physical distance while wearing a mask. 
If the pandemic wasn’t enough of a challenge, we got hit by hurricane Ida, which flooded the boiler 
room and pushed us into more fundraising to replace and relocate our heating equipment. But here 
we are with the sanctuary unit in place and working and the first floor unit to be finished before 
Christmas. What came as a curse, water pouring into our basement in the middle of the night, has 
become an opportunity to be blessed through the generosity of many. And so, the church has a brand 
new heating system in a place higher up in the building to prevent future flooding.  
As you know, challenges never come isolated and don’t follow our plans. Our church building has 
long been crying out for some TLC on its exterior woodwork. Though we weren’t awarded the 
original grant to fund this, we decided to move forward anyway, reaching out to friends and partners 
for assistance. We saw God’s Spirit touching all of you which resulted in an outburst of generosity 
translated into a new dressing for our church exterior. Due to the weather, it might take until the 
spring for the painting to be completed, but it is in progress. 
 
And so, we sing and dance with Mary, giving thanks to God and to each and everyone of you for your 
prayers and support during this time. Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year from all of us at St. 
Stephan’s Grace Community!  
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Rev. Moacir P. Weirich, Pastor          
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Your prayers and support at work. We give thanks to our local partners for their commitment to 
serve our neighbors in need.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          Thank you all! 
 

                                                 Gracias!  
 

                                                          Obrigado! 

St. Stephan’s Grace Christmas Letter, cont.
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Redeemer Reminder articles for the month of February are due Thursday, January 20th. 

Please submit to office@redeemerramsey.org  or denise.bogatch@hotmail.com. 

Our Congregation Celebrates 

 

 
 
1/1 Georgianna Gould, Pat Pacenza 
1/4 Ryan Brazel, Theresa Vandevander 
1/5 Janet Brazel, Chelsey Hudson  
1/6 Samantha Massaro, Ed Stengel 
1/7 Ava Mastrofilipo 
1/8 Alexa Austin, Lois Spreen 
1/9 Mira Linderman-Vento 
1/10 Richard Roller  
1/11 Tommy Austin 
1/13 Kristen Kunz 
1/14 Ryan Layng 
1/15 Sean Martel 
1/16 Christiana Mones, Guy Vogt 
1/17 Andrew Grunfelder 
1/18 Carol Forbes 
1/19 Walt Kaiser 
1/20 Dave Daehnke, Dorothy Kinzelmann, 

Jaclyn O’Keefe 
1/21 Megan Hanys, Ariel McKeown, Alex 

Shields, Bob Sundermann 
1/22 Erin Bradley 
1/24 Casey Conner, Ted Ufferfilge 
1/26 Noah Eide, Trisha Manke 
1/28 Jim Van Duzer, Charlotte Vierling 
1/29 Cameron Palumbo 
 
 

 
Wedding Anniversaries 

 
1/2 Christine and Jason Vonderhaar 
1/18 Beth and Peter Austin 
1/24 Samantha and Robert Wortmann, Jr. 
 

 
Baptismal Anniversaries 

 
 

1/5 Oliver Finlayson 
1/8 Natalie Gurney, Gail Stengel 
1/12 Aaron March 
1/19     Eden Hudson 
1/21 Emily Sheilds 
1/22 Braeleigh Peterson 
1/24 Aiden and Brandon Chernick 
1/28 Christian Doherty 
 

 

mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com
mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com

