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Pastor’s Message 

by Pastor Michael C. Linderman, Ph. D. 

October 2021

This October , Redeemer is busy giving… and asking. As food for your 
soul, we’re giving you a spiritual resource to read and consider over the 
next month and a half. The booklet, “Freedom: Finding Peace in Anxious 
Times”, by Marjorie J. Thompson introduces spiritual truths from the 
writings of Father Henri Nouwen that speak to our current social and 
historical moment. (If you haven’t received the booklet yet, contact the 
church office.)  

Thompson writes in the introduction: 
“In an age of high anxiety we are deeply susceptible to the dynamics 
of fear and suspicion, anger and resentment, a grasping need for 
control, and an obsession with avoiding pain and death. These 
common responses to anxiety rob us of our spiritual birthright of 
inner freedom and peace.”  

Father Nouwen’s insights into the support God gives us, and the 
freedom and peace God wants us to experience, will help us in this 
anxious time, and set us more firmly on a path of well-being that is good 
for our selves, our families and our world. I sincerely invite you to join me 
and your fellow members on the journey through this booklet and open 
your hearts to consider how God is moving to reassure you, strengthen 
you, and guide you along the way. 

During October, Redeemer is also going to ask you to explore your 
sense of gratitude and generously support our ministries. Our 
Stewardship campaign this year is “Building a Culture of Gratitude.” It 
extends the theme of last year’s successful campaign, and invites you 
intentionally to consider gratitude as part of your spiritual life. What role 
does gratitude as an active practice play in your life? How could a deeper 
practice of gratitude (not passive, but active practice) create clarity in 
your life? What joys and sorrows are waiting to be brought to the surface 
of your heart by seeking more gratitude for who you are and what you 
have? And finally, how can gratitude inspire more generosity, not just in 
relation to your church family, but in your whole life? 

Giving and asking, two things that we know our Lord does for us all the 
time. We are blessed to be able to enter into these spiritual riches at this 
moment. In deep gratitude for you, I conclude… PL+
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Social Ministry 

by Sharon Vogel

Stewardship  

by Judith Schaefer

Let me begin by thanking the Council for 
asking me to chair this committee.  As you 
may know, Regina Karch, my predecessor, 
and her husband John have moved to Las 
Vegas and Vermont to begin the next 
chapter in their lives.  I’m sure you join me in 
wishing them all the best! 

The Fall is a busy season for Social Ministry, 
beginning with the Annual Thanksgiving 
Collection to support St. Stephens’ Grace 
and the Center for Food Action.  As in 2020, 
we will not be collecting food items, but are 
requesting: 

1. Shop Rite Gift Cards in any denomination          
or 

2.Cash or Checks in any amount – please 
make checks payable to “Redeemer 
Lutheran Church” and enter 
“Thanksgiving Donation” in the memo 
section       or 

3.Frozen Turkeys, 10-15 pounds, for Center 
for Food Action only 

The collection will begin on October 24 and 
continue until November 14. 

Checks, gift cards, cash should be dropped 
off at or mailed to the Church Office, 
attention Social Ministry. 

Turkeys should be taken directly to Center 
for Food Action, 90 Ridge Road, Mahwah, 
Mon-Fri, 10am to 2pm. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity!! 

Building a Culture of Gratitude 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thes. 5:16-18) 

Our Stewardship campaign this year invites 
you to strengthen your sense of gratitude for 
all God has done and keeps doing for us! 

Pledge cards will be mailed out by October 
3rd. Fill out your pledge card to “Building a 
Culture of Gratitude” and submit it by mail or 
in church by October 31, 2021. If giving by 
Simply Giving-Vanco, please check the 
appropriate box on the pledge card. You can 
set up your pledge through the Tithe.ly app, 
under the “Give” menu on our website 
(redeemerramsey.org). 

Gratitude Challenge:   

Join us in a 30-Day challenge to remind 
yourself of blessings big and small! Get a 
notebook or journal and follow “A Month of 
Gratitude” calendar (see next side). You can 
start our 30-day challenge when ever you 
wish. 

And thank you for your support! 
-Your Stewardship Committee 

“And whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 
(Colossians 3:17) 

http://redeemerramsey.org
http://redeemerramsey.org
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Stewardship  30-day Gratitude Calendar 

by Judith Schaefer

A Month of  
Gratitude 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Send a card 
to someone 

Do a  
random act 
of kindness 

Thank your 
mom/

woman in 
your life 

Say what 
you are 

grateful for 
about your-

self 

Bake a treat 
and give 
some to  
others 

Try a  
gratitude 

meditation 

Write about 
a meal for 
which you 

are  grateful  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Write what 
you’re grate-
ful for that 

money can’t 
buy 

List five 
blessings 

using your 
senses 

Write a    
review for a 

company 
you love 

Send a thank 
you to some-
one inspiring 

Write some-
thing you 

are looking 
forward to 

Share about 
a gift you 
received 

Thank your 
dad/man in 

your life 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Write a 
memory you 

cherish 

Share a goal 
you 

achieved 

Go one day 
without 

complaining 

Do some-
thing that 
loves on 

your birth-
day 

Find a photo 
you are 

grateful for 

Tell three 
amazing 

things that 
happened 

Donate 
items you 
don’t need 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Cook a meal 
for someone 

Thank the 
author of a 

book 

Stop and 
savor one 

meal 

Spend time 
with loved 

ones 

Write about 
what made 
you smile 

Take a photo 
of some-
thing for 

which you’re 
grateful  

Write about 
your 

strengths 

29 30 31     

Let someone 
know you 
appreciate 

them 

Start a   
gratitude 
journal 

Share your 
favorite   

bible verse 
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Quilting Group 

by Karin Pralle

Please volunteer to assist in our worship 
services!  

It’s easy, and a rewarding service to God’s 
people! We are looking for volunteers to 
sign up to be Assisting Ministers, Altar Guild 
volunteers, and Ushers. Please see our 
signup page here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
30e0d44adae28a0fd0-worship

Worship and Music Notes 

Fall is here and we are starting up again. 
12 quilt tops are ready to be assembled! 
We will work in two groups as last year, but 
on alternating weekly schedules. 

Group 1 will work on the first and the third 
Monday in the month starting at 1:30pm 
• Joyce Backhaus, Karin Pralle, Rose 

Lempp, and Rosa Hess 
•
Group 2 will work on the second and fourth 
Monday starting at 1:30pm 
• Elly Gager, Carol Wolters, and Meredith 

Dykstra. 
•
I am hoping that all of you will come back. 
Please bring a friend or acquaintance, if 
you so wish, whether from Redeemer 
Congregation or not. Naturally, we are all 
vaccinated, but we should wear masks for 
the time being. We plan to start with the 
first Monday in October, which is Oct. 4th. 
Hope to see you all as we work towards our 
newly extended goal: 600 completed 
quilts!

Happy Anniversary to Fran Morton, who 
celebrated her 5th anniversary with us as 
our Director of Music. On behalf of the 
congregation, the Redeemer Church 
Council thanks you for your service!
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Christian Education News 

by Heather Layng, Christian Education Chair

Confirmation News 
Confirmation Class gets underway on 
October 3rd from 4:30 to 5:30pm. This first 
session is an orientation session for parents 
and students. We will review goals, the 
schedule, and have an introduction to 
upcoming events. Bring a mask. We will 
meet in Redeemer’s Fellowship Hall. 

Fall Schedule: 
10/3 Kick-off/Orientation 
10/17 …Martin Luther & the Reformation 
11/14 …10 Commandments Part 1 
11/20 …One-Day Synod Youth Retreat 
12/5 …10 Commandments Part 2 
12/19 …Apostles’ Creed Part 1 

Our Third Graders will receive their 
Good News Bibles on Sunday, 

October 24 during the 10:15am 
service. 

Sunday School Schedule for October: 

No Sunday School Sunday, Oct 10 

Sunday School meets Oct  3, 17, 24, 31: 

9:15 AM to 10:05 AM 

Pre K–K,  

1st & 2nd Grade 

3rd & 4th 

5th & 6th Grade 

7th Grade Pre-Confirmation 

Reminder – All 3rd – 6th grade students 
should bring their Good News Bibles 
each week to use in Sunday School. 

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays at 10am 
socially distanced in the Lounge and on 
Zoom 

Join our Congregation-Wide Study: 

“Freedom: Finding Peace in Anxious Times” 
by Marjorie J. Thompson. 

Read the booklet you have received in the 
mail, either all at once, or in bite size chunks.  
Before reading, meditate on these 
questions: 1) Why am I interested to read this 
book? 2) How much am I resistant to reading 
this book? 
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Synod Youth Retreat 

EXTREME
FAITH!

WWW.NJSYNOD.ORG/YOUTH

NEW JERSEY SYNOD YOUTH RETREAT

SATURDAY, NOV. 20, 2021
10 AM - 4 PM

ABIDING PRESENCE, EWING

ARE YOU SEEKING EXTREME ANSWERS FROM GOD?

DO YOU EXTREMELY NEED A DAY OF RETREAT?

ARE YOU READY FOR AN EXTREMELY FUN TIME?
Join us for the 2021 NJ Synod Youth Retreat! All
Middle School and High School Youth (Grades
6-12) and their adult leaders are invited to a
day of faith, fellowship, and fun with other
congregations around the state. The cost is
$25 per person and includes lunch, snacks, and
all programming (inquire about scholarships). 

Registrationopens onOct. 1!
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fb.com/youthgathering                  @elcagathering
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gathering@elca.org   888-411-3522   elca.org/gathering

PRE-GATHERING EVENTS

JULY 21-24
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AN ELCA GATHERING 
OF YOUTH 

WITH DISABILITIES

MULTICULTURAL 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
EVENT OF THE ELCA
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ELCA Youth Gathering 2022 - for Youth 8th - 12th grade 
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Rally Day ! 

Thanks to all for a fun Rally Day to kick off the fall season. We had 
worship outside and a picnic, with some fun entertainment. Thanks to 
all our volunteers who made it happen! God is good!
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Rally Day 
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AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to The 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. Be sure to select our congregation at “Supporting” 
on AmazonSmile.

Rally Day 
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Watch on Facebook…WITHOUT Facebook! 

Because of the Covid19 situation, we are live 
streaming our worship services to you! Our 
Sunday and Holy Week Worship Livestream 
will be on Facebook, but you can watch even 
if you do not have a Facebook account! 

Here is a link to Redeemer’s page. Type this 
into your browser address bar: https://
www.facebook.com/redeemerramsey/ 
  
Within a few seconds of opening the page, 
you will see the Facebook Login screen:  Click 
on “Not Now” (see image to the right). 

This allows you to view the video of the 
worship service without needing a Facebook 
account. So please join us! 

 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel! 

Check out our YouTube 
Channel: “Lamb and Flag 
Ministries”! 

Just put the title of our channel 
into a Google search bar, or go 
to YouTube and enter the title 
in the Search bar.  

You will find weekly video 
messages by Pastor Linderman 
and recordings of our past 
worship services on our 
channel. 

Don’t forget to subscribe to the 
channel by clicking the 
“Subscribe “ button!

https://www.facebook.com/redeemerramsey/
https://www.facebook.com/redeemerramsey/
https://www.facebook.com/redeemerramsey/
https://www.facebook.com/redeemerramsey/
https://www.facebook.com/redeemerramsey/
https://www.facebook.com/redeemerramsey/
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Support Redeemer, Give Online 

by Judith Schaefer, Stewardship Committee

We're excited to share that we’ve launched online giving at the Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer through “Tithe.ly”, a safe and secure giving platform that allows you to give one-time or 
recurring gifts!  You can get started by using one of the following options: 

OPTION A.  The Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once 
you've downloaded the app select your church and follow the same steps as above. 

• Since this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account 
that you can use for all future gifts.  

• The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  

• Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment 
information. Just enter your PIN and give! 

• A reminder you have the ability to set up your gift as recurring.  

OPTION B.  Redeemer Website Giving:  

Go to www.RedemerRamsey.org and go to the “Give” menu to give through the church website. 
It's a safe and easy way to give any time.  

OPTION C.  The Tithe.ly Website 

Set up giving on the Tithe.ly website to give any time using your computer’s internet connection.  
All transactions are safe and secure.  Go to Tithe.ly to sign up at get.tithe.ly. 

•When the Tithe.ly screen opens, click on SIGN UP FREE > 

•Then select GIVE TO YOUR CHURCH 

•Then select the GIVE ONLINE button 

•Click the Create Account button and complete the information requested You need to 
this only the first time.  You will just need to sign in after completing this screen. 

•Follow the screen instructions to make your contribution.   

 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to email me back and we’d be happy to assist you 
further!  Go to the Tithe.ly website for articles that you may find useful.  

Thank you for your generosity and partnering with us to carry out Christ’s mission in these difficult 
and challenging times.  

See you on Sunday (online)! - Judith 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://tithe.ly/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://tithe.ly/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Join us for a virtual Fellowship / Coffee Hour every Sunday following 9:15am Worship. 
To join this Zoom Meeting, go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/345715195?pwd=NVFrbTZTUU96SWRnbUgvRWZEM2tUZz09 
Meeting ID: 345 715 195, Password: 147185 

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1 2

19th Sunday after Pentecost                       3 

9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 
11:15A Zoom Coffee Hour 
4:30P  Confirmation Kick-off Class

4 

1:30P 
Quilting 
Ministry 

5 

  

6 

10:00A 
Bible 
Study

7 8 9

20th Sunday after Pentecost                    10 

    NO Sunday School Today 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 
11:15A Coffee Hour

11 

1:30P 
Quilting 
Ministry 

12 

7:30P 
Council 
Meeting

13 

10:00A 
Bible 
Study

14 15 16

21st Sunday after Pentecost                   17 

9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 
11:15A Coffee Hour 
4:30P. Confirmation Class

18 

1:30P 
Quilting 
Ministry 

19 20 

10:00A 
Bible 
Study

21 

RR 
Articles 

Due

22 23

22nd Sunday after Pentecost                   24 

9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 
11:15A Coffee Hour

25 
1:30P 

Quilting 
Ministry  

26 27 

10:00A 
Bible 
Study

28 29 30

Reformation Sunday                                  31 

9:15A Sunday School 
10:15A Svc of Holy Communion 
11:15A Coffee Hour

**Virtual Worship Services are Live on Facebook @ The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer Ramsey, 
NJ. and on YouTube Channel “Lamb and Flag Ministries”
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Giving thanks for a great Ramsey Day! Thanks to all our volunteers!
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Dear Redeemer Friends, Thank you to everyone who has sent good wishes, cards 
bouquets or called me during my illness. You may have wondered at my silence, 
but this illness has left me unable to respond as I would like. It has been a very 
challenging time. Please know that I appreciate your thoughts and prayers, 
especially the prayers, so keep them coming! Love, Joan Piercy

With Thanks! 

Dear Pastor Linderman and Congregation of Redeemer, 
Thank you so very much for such a wonderful Baptism for our son Avery. The 
service was absolutely beautiful and we really appreciate the board book, 
certificate and keep sake bag! Our family is so appreciative of you 
accommodating everyone, and also for providing the opportunity to watch 
the service remotely. It meant so much to our family who could not be there 
in person. We have had such a wonderful experience with the church. Pastor, 
we loved meeting with you both remotely and in person. From the times we 
came to the church before our wedding, the congregation has always been 
so welcoming and friendly! We very much look forward to raising Avery in 
the Lutheran church as he grows, and thank you for helping us give him the 
very best start!! We would love to keep in touch and hope to see you at the 
church in the future. With great thanks, the Soltysik Family, Marissa, Lukas, 
and Avery 
(Pastor Linderman married Marissa and Lukas back in 2017, and they now 
live in Lake Hopatcong, NJ.)

Dear Redeemer Friends,
Words cannot express our heartfelt thanks for all your service and 
dedication to our club. You have provided above and beyond the needs 
of our club for many years. With heavy hearts, our August meeting was 
our last meeting at Redeemer. We will start meeting at the new Ramsey 
Community and Senior Center starting in September 2021. Thank you 
so very much for all your assistance throughout the years. Yours 
sincerely, the Ramsey Leisure Club
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Redeemer Reminder articles for the month of November are due Thursday, October 21st. 

Please submit to office@redeemerramsey.org  or denise.bogatch@hotmail.com. 

Our Congregation Celebrates 

 

 
 
10/1 Bill Schaeffer 
10/3 Wesley Wilson  
10/4 Bob Spreen, Jacob Wilson 
10/5 Kevin DiGruttila, Marian Ufferfilge 
10/6 Taylor Gurney, Dina Smith 
10/8 Marshall Smith, Christina Vierling 
10/10 Heather Klein, Colette Mulhall 
10/11 Stephan Buerkle, Colin Tarzian 
10/12 Christine Vonderhaar 
10/13 Lexie Gunther, Philip Wittmann 
10/14 Michael Hawkesworth, Nancy Spreen 
10/17 Katie Greulich 
10/18 Alexa DiGruttila, Layla Gurney, Warren 

Rybak 
10/19 Kailey Austin, Leigh Manke 
10/21 Alex Dunbar, Aaron March, Karen Vozeh 
10/24 Timothy Paris, Michael Sorbara 
10/25 Aubree Schnaars 
10/26 Tom Murphy 
10/27 Jennifer Massaro 
10/28 Kathy Westcott  
10/29 David Hanys, Miles Moshella 
10/30 Vincent DePaola, Keith Whitaker, Michel 

Wouters 
10/31 Kimberly Creegan, George Westcott 
 
 

 
Wedding Anniversaries 

 
10/3 Heather & Art Cozine  
10/5 Mary & Ron Fuerst 
              Dianne & Bob Sundermann  
10/12 Jodie & Cord Meyer 
10/13 Margo & Sean Royle  
10/17 Laura & Neil Chernick  
10/22 April & Pat Pacenza 
 Susan & Walter Kaulfers 
10/24 Kathleen & John Creegan 
10/27 Lois & Andrei Rosu 
10/28 Linda & Jim DiGruttila 
10/29 Cheryl & Matt Wilson  
   
  
 

 
Baptismal Anniversaries 

 

10/1 Kaitlyn Fullam 
10/4 Frankie Hudson, Florian Wouters 
10/5    Rob Wortman 
10/6    Ginelle Grunfelder 
10/8 Morgan Backhaus, Emma Eide,       

Noah Eide, Megan Kissel 
10/9 Dianne Knichel, Nathaniel Smith, Lukas 
 Vozeh  
10/11 Ryan Kirkby 
10/12 Molly Miller 
10/13 Caroline Doherty 
10/14 Waverly Marrett 
10/19 Meredith Cozine  
10/21 Alexandra Gunther, Maxwell Hoerter  
10/22 Murphy Makely, Hailey Schleicher 
10/24 Lauren Cherven, Alexandra Farinaro  
10/25 Margit Kristensen 
10/26 Ashley Dendy         
10/28 Presley Oliver 
10/30 Katie Greulich  
          Alex Hanys 

mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com
mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com

