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Pastor’s Message 

by Pastor Michael C. Linderman, Ph. D. 

October 2020

Dear friends in Christ, 
As we enter the month of October, we give thanks to God for 
the blessings of following our Lord as faithfully as we can in the 
calling of our Christian ministry. There are many things to 
mention, and many to give thanks for.  

To start, I want to thank Church Council and Redeemer’s staff, 
together with the congregation, for your felicitations and well-
wishes shared at the service on Sept 27, for the 25th 
anniversary of my ordination to the ministry, which fell on 
October 1 this year. I have been blessed by God with many 
opportunities to serve in both pastoral and teaching ministries 
within the church, and I give thanks for the opportunity to 
continue as your pastor here at Redeemer. For your love and 
support, I am eternally grateful! Also, our Covid19 Relief Fund 
was a huge success! Thank you to all who participated! We 
have been able to have a great impact, both locally and 
abroad, because of your generosity. Please see the report on 
the fund on page 3. 

Coming up this month, we have many things to be thankful for. 
We have a baptism, Third Grade Bibles, and Confirmation for 
our now-10th graders who were not confirmed because of the 
pandemic last spring. We also call your attention to the start of 
our Stewardship Campaign, “Building a Culture of Generosity, 
2021”. The fun fact about this year’s campaign theme is that 
you, the people of Redeemer ARE very generous! Let us give 
thanks to God for the opportunity to grow even more in our 
generosity, so that God’s blessings may flow abundantly. 

Please see inside this issue of the Reminder for more 
information, and may God bless our ministry together this fall! 
Yours in Christ, 
PL
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From our Council President… 

by Barbara Mones

[Barbara gave the following speech at 
worship on Sunday, Sept 27, 2020.] 

We often like to think that we are somewhat 
in control of our own personal destinies, as 
people, and as a church. But I cannot help 
but believe that God does have an over-
arching plan for each of us.  

Take Pastor Mike, for instance.  He grew up 
in a small lake-front community in New 
Jersey, with a father as a Lutheran pastor.  
From Budd Lake, NJ, he went to Saint Olaf 
College, half a continent away in Minnesota.  
From the cold depths of Minnesota, Pastor 
Mike’s next endeavor was teaching English 
in Tanzania, East Africa.  I guess that 4 years 
in the sub-arctic of Minnesota was enough! 
But Tanzania wasn’t warm enough, so Pastor 
Mike’s next stop was India. He worked for 
over two years in India as a seminary intern 
and doctoral research student.   

From the Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia, 
when he met his wife, Johann Vento, to 
Harvard Divinity School, and finally the 
University of Pennsylvania to study South 
Asia Studies, our Pastor has actively 
engaged in studying other religions and 
cultures in an effort to define where and 
how Lutheranism fits in.  He has opened a 
dialogue, and sometimes an uncomfortable 
dialogue, but it’s one that we as true 
followers of Jesus need to engage in.     

On October 1, 1995 Pastor Mike was 
ordained into the Lutheran ministry.  It is a 
long but worthy road that Pastor has   

embarked on.  For Redeemer, God has 
brought us through over 150 years of 
existence, and now, with Pastor Mike, we 
continue our ministry in Christ together.  

Pastor Michael Linderman, on behalf of the 
congregation of Redeemer, we thank you 
for your dedication and service to the 
church and your service to this community 
of Christ.  We thank God for bringing you, 
your wife Johann Vento and your children 
Mira and Sam into our family.  Thank you for 
being our pastor, and for engaging in 
difficult race, gender and other bias issues 
that are facing our society so they can be 
openly and freely discussed.   

On this 25th Anniversary of your Ordination, 
we give thanks to God for bringing you to 
our congregation. Amen. 
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Fall Stewardship Campaign 

by Judith Schaefer, Stewardship Chair

Covid 19 Fund 

by Judith Schaefer, Stewardship Chair

Our Redeemer Covid19 Relief Fund has 
been an amazing success! Thank you to all 
who contributed to our fund. As of Oct 1, 
2020, the people of Redeemer contributed 
$17,175. Along with the original matching 
grant from generous members, the total for 
the fund comes to $27,415. With this 
outpouring of generosity, Redeemer has 
been able to help organizations who work 
with people directly affected by the 
pandemic, and in a few cases, we have given 
assistance to individual families.  
Given:  $18000 to local organizations 
(Ramsey Responds, Center for Food Action, 
Bergen Family Promise, West Bergen Mental 
Health, Ramsey Fire and Ambulance); $2000 
to Lutheran World Relief (for PPE distribution 
in poorer countries) and Lutheran Social 
Ministries of NJ; $5,500 to individual families 
known to our congregation. 
Received:  You, the people of Redeemer, 
have made this incredible impact possible, 
and we are receiving the blessing of the 
promise of our mission, that we are 
“dedicated to nurturing the awareness of 
God’s presence in our world, and sharing 
our blessings with others.” Thank you and 
God bless! JS

“Building a Culture of Generosity” 
What does it take to grow in our generosity? 
Since Covid 19 changed our lives this past 
Spring, we have seen and heard heart 
wrenching stories of loss and need. But we 
have also been blessed to hear about great 
stories of generosity. I have neighbors who 
now don’t go out for health reasons, and 
instead of laying off their cleaner, have 
decided to pay them the same amount to 
shop for them instead. I know another family 
whose two sons heard of an unusual need to  
pay for medical bills, and they responded 
immediately with what was needed. 

I don’t know about you, but I see such 
examples of generosity, and I feel blessed 
and inspired because of them. They give me 
hope. I hope you, dear friends of Redeemer, 
will also respond generously to this year’s 
Fall campaign, “Building a Culture of 
Generosity.” Our campaign will begin on 
Sunday Oct., 4, and will conclude on 
Sunday Nov. 1. You should receive our 
kickoff letter by Oct 3. Please pray for the 
success of our campaign, and consider how 
you can help us grow our culture of 
generosity here at Redeemer!  God bless 
you!  JS
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by Fran Morton, Music Director

’Tis a Gift 

These first words of the iconic Shaker hymn 
‘Tis a gift to be simple are all we need to get 
the simple, elegant tune playing in our minds.  
As much as any other song this one is 
associated with Fall, Thanksgiving and harvest.  
The Shakers themselves were people of the 
land who lived in celibate, independent 
communities in New England and the Mid-
West.  We know them as designers of elegant 
furniture, growers of herbs and expert 
farmers. 

Shakers came to America from England in 
1774 following Mother Ann Lee and settled in 
New York State.  They believed in the equality 
of the sexes and observed this in their 
community organization as men and women 
served equally in governing positions.  
Theologically, Shakers are known as 
“millennialists” as they believed in the second 
coming of Christ.  However, they differed from 
other Christians in believing that since God 
created men and women equally, in the 
second coming Christ would be a woman. 

Their worship services were lively including 
music, marching, dancing and spontaneous 
“spiritual gifts” from members of the 
congregation.  Simple Gifts is only one of the 
many songs composed by Shaker members.  
All these songs were written down and 
preserved in community records as they were 
considered as important as any other spiritual 
gift the occurred during worship.  

OCTOBER EVENTS 

Stewardship Campaign 
“Building a Culture of Generosity” 
Oct 4 through Nov 1, 2020 

Animal Blessing - Oct 4, 2020 12:30pm 
Outside on the lawn near parking lot 

Confirmation Class - Oct 4, 2020 
4:30pm  8th and 9th graders on Zoom 

10th grade Confirmation Class - Oct 18, 
2020 
3pm, with parents and mentors, on Zoom 

Confirmation Class - Oct 18, 2020 4:30pm 
On Zoom 

Affirmation of Baptism - Oct 25, 2020 
10:15am service 
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Youth News 

by Kirsten Buerkle, Youth Ministry Chair and Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director

Youth Group for 8th – 12th graders on 
October 11 and October 18 at 12 
noon on Zoom! 

Virtual Synod Youth Retreat 
Please keep the weekend of November 
20-22, 2020 open as the NJ Synod is 
planning to host a fun virtual event that 
weekend for all the youth in the NJ 
Synod! Hope to “see” you in November! 

ELCA Youth Gathering 
July 24-28, 2022 
Minneapolis, MN 

After much prayer and consideration, it 
has been decided to postpone next 
summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be 
held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis, 
with the two pre-events, the Multicultural 

Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and the 
tAble, scheduled for July 21-24, 2022. 

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth 
and their adult leaders from across the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
gather for a week of faith formation known 
as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days 
spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible 
study, service and fellowship, young people 
grow in faith and are challenged and 
inspired to live their faith in their daily lives. 

An important part of the Gathering’s 
ministry are the two pre-events, the 
Multicultural Youth Leadership Event 
(MYLE), a faith formation and leadership 
development event primarily for youth of 
color, and the table, a gathering that brings 
together, blesses and empowers youth with 
disabilities. 

https://www.elca.org/youthgathering 
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Christian Education News 

by Heather Layng, Christian Education Chair and Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director

Sunday School Schedule for October: 

October 4 
No Sunday School 
Holy Baptism and  
3rd Grade Bible Distribution at 10:15am 
Outdoor Worship Service 

October 11 
9am Toddler – 2nd Grade on Zoom 
9:30am 3rd – 6th Grade on Zoom 
11:30am 7th Grade Pre-Confirmation on 
Zoom 
12 noon Youth Group 8th – 12th Grade on 
Zoom 

October 18 
9am Toddler – 2nd Grade on Zoom 
9:30am 3rd – 6th Grade on Zoom 
11:30am 7th Grade Pre-Confirmation on 
Zoom 
12 noon Youth Group 8th – 12th Grade on 
Zoom 

October 25 
No Sunday School 
Affirmation of Baptism for 10th Graders 
at 10:15am Outdoor Worship Service 

Confirmation for 8th and 9th graders will 
begin on October 4 on Zoom. Bible Study 
Resumes Wednesday, September 9 at 
10am socially distanced in Fellowship Hall 
and on Zoom. 

Adult Education begin Monday, 
September 28th at 7:30pm 
For the 2020-2021 year, we will be using the 
seven-part series entitled “Dialogues On: 
Race.” Each Dialogues On: Race lesson 
includes perspectives from thought leaders 
challenging the legacy of racism within the 
American church. September’s session will 
be on “What Does it Mean to be White?: 
History and the Social Construct of Race.” 
Email Stephanie at 
FaithFormation@RedeemerRamsey.org to 
purchase a Learner Book for $10. 

mailto:FaithFormation@RedeemerRamsey.org
mailto:FaithFormation@RedeemerRamsey.org
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Christian Education News 

by Heather Layng, Christian Education Chair and Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director

Pastor Linderman blesses backpacks and students for the start of the school year at our 
outdoor worship service on September 13th. 

Bible Study Wednesdays at 10am socially distanced in Fellowship Hall and on 
Zoom 

Adult Education continues Monday, October 26th at 7:30pm on Zoom 
For the 2020-2021 year, we will be using the seven-part series entitled “Dialogues On: 
Race.” Each Dialogues On: Race lesson includes perspectives from thought leaders 
challenging the legacy of racism within the American church. October’s session will be 
on “Christmas Cookies from Cambodia: The Bible and Race in America.” 
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Christian Education News 

by Heather Layng, Christian Education Chair and Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director

https://www.crossroadsretreat.com/
womens-retreat/ 

Led by Laurie Matarazzo and Dale 
Selover 
Four dates to choose from: 
Saturday, September 26 
Sunday, September 27 
Saturday, October 10 
Sunday, October 11 
The retreat program will begin at 10 am 
and conclude by 4 pm, with a two-hour 
break for lunch and individual reflection 
time. Though we cannot gather in person, 
we hope you will join us on Zoom for a day 

of conversation, reflection, prayer, and 
laughter together. The cost for the day-long 
retreat is $40. 
Theme: The Way of Love 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” 
John 14:16 
The first followers of Jesus were called 
“People of the Way.” Their hearts set on 
Christ, they sought to embody his 
compassion, generosity, forgiveness, justice, 
and peace in their everyday lives. 
How are we “People of the Way”? How do 
we embody our faith and reflect the way of 
Christ as we walk through the world? 

https://www.crossroadsretreat.com/womens-retreat/
https://www.crossroadsretreat.com/womens-retreat/
https://www.crossroadsretreat.com/womens-retreat/
https://www.crossroadsretreat.com/womens-retreat/
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By Regina Karch

Redeemer Social Ministry in Fall, 2020.  
We will NOT be collecting food products 
BUT we will be buying grocery store gift 
cards to be distributed to those in need. We 
will be distributing these gift cards to the 
Center for Food Action in Mahwah, NJ and 
St. Stephen’s in Newark, NJ. Please 
participate in helping others enjoy a 
Thanksgiving meal by choosing from the 
following options: 
1.  Buying a Shop Rite Gift card worth 
$25.00. Drop off or mail gift card to the 
Church office.  Please be sure to identify this 
gift card as your donation to our 
Thanksgiving Food Drive. 
2.  Make a cash/check donation, in any 
amount.  It is very important that you specify 
that this is your generous donation to our 
Thanksgiving food drive. Drop off or mail 

 

 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel! 

Check out our YouTube 
Channel: “Lamb and Flag 
Ministries”! 

Just put the title of our channel 
into a Google search bar, or go 
to YouTube and enter the title 
in the Search bar.  

You will find weekly video 
messages by Pastor Linderman 
and recordings of our past 
worship services on our 
channel. 

Don’t forget to subscribe to the 
channel by clicking the 
“Subscribe “ button!

to the Church office. Once we have 
collected all the donations, we will go to 
Shop Rite and buy the gift cards. 

We MUST have all donations by Sunday, 
November 15, 2020.  

As you enjoy your Thanksgiving feast with 
family this year, you will know that other 
people are doing the same because of your 
generosity.  

LOOKING FORWARD: Christmas “Giving 
Tree” tags should be available on 
November 22, 2020.  More information to 
come. 
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Support Redeemer, Give Online 

by Judith Schaefer, Stewardship Committee

We're excited to share that we’ve launched online giving at the Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer through “Tithe.ly”, a safe and secure giving platform that allows you to give one-time or 
recurring gifts!  You can get started by using one of the following options: 

OPTION A.  The Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once 
you've downloaded the app select your church and follow the same steps as above. 

• Since this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account 
that you can use for all future gifts.  

• The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  

• Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment 
information. Just enter your PIN and give! 

• A reminder you have the ability to set up your gift as recurring.  

OPTION B.  Redeemer Website Giving:  

Go to www.RedemerRamsey.org and go to the “Give” menu to give through the church website. 
It's a safe and easy way to give any time.  

OPTION C.  The Tithe.ly Website 

Set up giving on the Tithe.ly website to give any time using your computer’s internet connection.  
All transactions are safe and secure.  Go to Tithe.ly to sign up at get.tithe.ly. 

•When the Tithe.ly screen opens, click on SIGN UP FREE > 

•Then select GIVE TO YOUR CHURCH 

•Then select the GIVE ONLINE button 

•Click the Create Account button and complete the information requested You need to 
this only the first time.  You will just need to sign in after completing this screen. 

•Follow the screen instructions to make your contribution.   

 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to email me back and we’d be happy to assist you 
further!  Go to the Tithe.ly website for articles that you may find useful.  

Thank you for your generosity and partnering with us to carry out Christ’s mission in these difficult 
and challenging times.  

See you on Sunday (online)! - Judith 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://tithe.ly/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://tithe.ly/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Join us for a virtual Fellowship / Coffee Hour every Sunday following 10:15am Worship. 
To join this Zoom Meeting, go to:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/345715195?pwd=NVFrbTZTUU96SWRnbUgvRWZEM2tUZz09 
Meeting ID: 345 715 195, Password: 147185 

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1 2 3

18th Sunday after Pentecost               4 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:15A Outdoor Worship Service 
3rd Grade Bible Distribution 
12:30P Blessing of Animals 
4:30P 8th & 9th Grade Confirmation

5 6 7 
10A Bible Study 
in Fellowship Hall 
and on Zoom 

8 9 10

19th Sunday after Pentecost                  11 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00A Toddler – 2nd grade SS on Zoom 
9:30A 3rd – 6th grade SS on Zoom 
10:15A Virtual Worship Service 
11:15A Zoom Fellowship / Coffee Hour 
11:30A 7th grade pre-confirmation on Zoom 
12P Youth Group 8th – 12th grade on Zoom

12 13 

7:30P 
Council 
Meeting on 
Zoom 

14 
10A Bible Study 
in Fellowship Hall 
and on Zoom 

15 

RR 
articles 

due

16 17

20th Sunday after Pentecost                  18 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00A Toddler – 2nd grade SS on Zoom 
9:30A 3rd – 6th grade SS on Zoom 
10:15A Virtual Worship Service 
11:15A Zoom Fellowship / Coffee Hour 
11:30A 7th grade pre-confirmation on Zoom 
12P Youth Group 8th – 12th grade on Zoom 
3P 10th Grade Confirmation 
4:30P 8th & 9th Grade Confirmation

19 20 21 
10A Bible Study 
in Fellowship Hall 
and on Zoom

22 23 24

Reformation Sunday                                25 

10:15A Outdoor Worship Service 
Affirmation of Baptism for 10th Graders

26 

7:30P 
Adult 
Education 

27 28 
10A Bible Study 
in Fellowship Hall 
and on Zoom 

29 30 31

**Virtual Worship Services are Live on Facebook @ The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer Ramsey, NJ. 
Replay on You Tube Channel “Lamb and Flag Ministries”

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/345715195?pwd=NVFrbTZTUU96SWRnbUgvRWZEM2tUZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/345715195?pwd=NVFrbTZTUU96SWRnbUgvRWZEM2tUZz09
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Redeemer Reminder articles for the month 
of November are due Thursday, Oct 15 

Please submit to 
office@redeemerramsey.org  or 
denise.bogatch@hotmail.com. 

Our Congregation Celebrates 
 

 
 
10/1 Bill Schaeffer 
10/3 Wesley Wilson  
10/4 Riley Lauretta, Bob Spreen, Jacob Wilson 
10/5 Kevin DiGruttila, Marian Ufferfilge 
10/6 Taylor Gurney, Dina Smith 
10/8 Marshall Smith, Christina Vierling 
10/10 Heather Klein, Colette Mulhall 
10/11 Stephan Buerkle, Colin Tarzian 
10/12 Christine Vonderhaar 
10/13 Lexie Gunther, Philip Wittmann 
10/14 Michael Hawkesworth, Nancy Spreen 
10/17 Katie Greulich 
10/18 Alexa DiGruttila, Layla Gurney, Warren 

Rybak 
10/19 Kailey Austin, Leigh Manke 
10/21 Alex Dunbar, Aaron March, Karen Vozeh 
10/24 Timothy Paris, Michael Sorbara 
10/25 Aubree Schnaars 
10/26 Tom Murphy 
10/27 Jennifer Massaro, Janet Tenore 
10/28 Kathy Westcott  
10/29 David Hanys, Miles Moshella 
10/30 Vincent DePaola, Keith Whitaker, Michel 

Wouters 
10/31 Kimberly Creegan, George Westcott 
 
 

 
Wedding Anniversaries 

 
10/3 Heather & Art Cozine  
10/5 Mary & Ron Fuerst 
              Dianne & Bob Sundermann  
10/12 Jodie & Cord Meyer 
10/13 Margo & Sean Royle  
10/17 Laura & Neil Chernick  
10/22 April & Pat Pacenza, Susan & Walter 

Kaulfers 
10/23 Stephanie & Mike Doyle 
10/24 Kathleen & John Creegan 
10/26 Rebecca & Vincent Albani,  
              Laura and John Manza 
10/27 Lois & Andrei Rosu 
10/28 Linda & Jim DiGruttila 
10/29 Cheryl & Matt Wilson  
   
  
 

 
Baptismal Anniversaries 

 
10/1 Kaitlyn Fullam 
10/4 Florian Wouters 
10/8 Morgan Backhaus, Emma Eide,       

Noah  Eide, Megan Kissel 
10/9 Dianne Knichel, Nathaniel Smith, Lukas 
 Vozeh  
10/11 Ryan Kirkby 
10/12 Molly Miller 
10/13 Caroline Doherty 
10/14 Waverly Marrett 
10/19 Meredith Cozine  
10/21 Alexandra Gunther, Maxwell Hoerter  
10/22 Murphy Makely, Hailey Schleicher 
10/24 Lauren Cherven, Alexandra Farinaro  
10/25 Margit Kristensen 
10/26  Ashley  Dendy          
10/28 Presley Oliver 
10/30 Katie Greulich  
 

mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com
mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com

