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Pastor’s Message 

by Pastor Michael C. Linderman, Ph. D. 

August 2020

“Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more 
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.” (2 
Corinthians 4:15) 

Dear friends of Redeemer, 

When St. Paul says in the quote above, “everything is for your sake,” 
he is referring to the ministry that God has extended through him 
and others to the people of the church in Corinth. He is referring to 
the work of the Holy Spirit, and the support of other Christians that 
promotes his particular ministry. Paul is standing on the shoulders of 
others to conduct this ministry. Through their support, he reaches 
out to the Corinthian church, in order to bring them into the grace-
filled community of the wider church. And as the Corinthian church 
grew in maturity, it became an extension of the Gospel ministry into 
its own community.  

You, my friends, are Paul, and Corinth is our surrounding community, 
and as you extend grace to others, you are reaching out with the 
love that God has given to us. As I write this, I marvel at our 
ministries right now, during this Covid19 Summer, and how despite 
the restrictions, we are finding ways to extend God’s grace to more 
and more people. Online worship, Zoom Sunday School and VBS, 
concrete and symbolic acts of sacrifice and support, and the 
collection of resources to be shared with those less fortunate—these 
are extensions of God’s grace through you, the people of Redeemer.  

Yes, we have many questions about the future. Yes, we are stressed 
and concerned about how things will play out, especially this fall. But 
let us also continually refocus our attention on the power of the Holy 
Spirit at work in us. Let us continue in this work, mindful of our 
difficulties, mindful of the stresses that we are suffering, and yet also 
mindful of the grace that we receive through the Holy Spirit even as 
we extend it to others. As we do this Gospel work, may thanksgiving 
increase, all to the glory of God. +PL 
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CELEBRATE! Our congregation has 
reason to CELEBRATE! The members of 
the “Quilting Committee” have made 500 
QUILTS!   

These quilts are given to people in need 
all around the world.  

The Redeemer church members who 
have made these quilts have shared their 
knowledge of quilting, their time and 
great effort to reach this milestone. The 
women of Lutheran Redeemer have 
gathered to make these quilts for many 
years. Not only is the love for quilting 
shared in each quilting session but the 
warmth of friendship is evident when 
these ladies gather to help others.  

 Some of the original members of the 
quilting committee were Elisabeth 
Gustowarow, JoAn Balder, Ginny 
Hutchison, Margit Kristensen, Dot Dykstra, 
Jan Daehnke, Meredith Dykstra, Yvonne 

Social Ministry 

by Regina Karch, Chair

Schadei and Karin Pralle. Elisabeth 
Gustowarow taught 
techniques of efficient 
quilting to many of her 
fellow quilters.  Elly 
Gager, Debbie 
Checkley, Carole 
Wolter, Rosa Hess, 
Inge Kahns, Joyce 
Backhaus and Regina 
Karch have also joined in the fellowship of 
quilt making for people in need.   

Many thanks to the individuals who have 
donated fabric for the quilts. There is a great 
appreciation for  the generosity of  Karen 
Vozeh who ships the quilts to the Lutheran 
World Relief Organization each year.   

Most important is the fact that many people 
now have a beautiful quilt to keep them 
warm during the cold  winter months.  The 
quilters are very grateful to be able to be a 
source of warmth for those in need.  

The completion of these quilts is a 
testament to what camaraderie, work and 
love for our fellow human beings can 
produce. “Quilt Sunday” is on August 23rd 
and the 499th and 500th quilts will be on 
display for the entire congregation to view.  
Please take time to admire and appreciate 
these beautiful quilts made by your fellow 
church members!  

Congratulations to all of Redeemer’s 
Quilters! 
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Music Notes - The Singer and the (Virtual Choir) Song 

by Fran Morton, Music Director

Early on in the pandemic choir rehearsals, 
ensemble performances and other performing 
arts group concerts were called “super 
spreaders” of the virus.  Large proportions of 
people who participated in a choral rehearsal in 
Washington State came down with COVID.  
From that time on, we have been extra cautious 
about getting people together in-person to sing 
or play instruments.  The American Choral 
Directors Association (ACDA) has a medical arm 
that has constantly advised against.  We all 
understood that these are exceptional times 
that require a lot of caution, but after months of 
lacking choral singing (an essential vitamin for 
us) we all long to sing – and so was born the 
virtual choir.  Actually Eric Whitaker, well-known 
orchestral and choral composer pioneered the 
virtual choir much earlier.  Their initial work aired 
in 2010.  Eric is known for his very large works – 
his virtual choir is no exception.  His latest (see 
link below) has over 17,000 singers from 129 
countries.  I can hear you asking the question 
already – “how does he do that?”   

All virtual choirs use pretty much the same 
method.  Here’s how it goes: 
1.The Director picks the music and makes a 
recording of the accompaniment (and each of 
the voice parts separately).  Then, 
2.The Director sends the recordings to each of 
the singers who rehearse their parts, and then, 
3.Playing the accompaniment track on their 
computer and listening to it on their 
headphones, record a video on their mobile 
phone.  Then,  
4.Each singer sends their mobile phone video 
to the Director, who 
5.Imports each singer’s video individually into 
special video/audio editing software and syncs 
it up with all the others.  This has to be done 

twice for each singer, once for audio and again 
for video 
6.When the Director is satisfied, the final version 
can be sent or posted for their audience.   

Quite the painstaking job.  I’ve spoken to a 
number of choral directors who do this on a 
regular basis (nobody does it every Sunday).  
They say the editing part takes 4-6 hours for 
each 4-6 minute anthem.  Having said all that, 
the virtual anthem can be really terrific.  I’ve 
included links to several examples that show a 
range of what is being done.   
•The King’s Singer are a British a cappella group 
of fewer than 10 singers:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HINNVwddDJU  
• The Phoenix Chamber choir did this COVID 
song parody virtually:     https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpAKcQufacc  
•The Association of Lutheran Musicians  ELW 
assembled over 800 singers and 
instrumentalists for a virtual performance of 
ELW 627 “O Day Full of Grace”  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJETTBbnf6w     
•Eric Whitaker’s latest:    https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=InULYfJHKI0     
Don’t be put off by the 10 minute length of the 
video.  About 4 minutes is singing, the rest of 
the time is scrolling through the names of all 
17,000 participants 

So, here we are – still no in-person choral 
singing in sight yet.  I’d suggest you follow the 
links and enjoy the performances I’ve listed 
above.  Please sing along with the ALCM 
rendition of ELW 627, and keep singing as you 
watch our live stream on Sundays

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HINNVwddDJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HINNVwddDJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpAKcQufacc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpAKcQufacc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJETTBbnf6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJETTBbnf6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InULYfJHKI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InULYfJHKI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HINNVwddDJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HINNVwddDJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpAKcQufacc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpAKcQufacc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJETTBbnf6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJETTBbnf6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InULYfJHKI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InULYfJHKI0
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Youth News 

by Kirsten Buerkle, Youth Ministry Chair and Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director

ELCA Youth Gathering 
July 24-28, 2022 
Minneapolis, MN 

After much prayer and consideration, it 
has been decided to postpone next 
summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be 
held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis, 
with the two pre-events, the Multicultural 
Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and the 
tAble, scheduled for July 21-24, 2022. 

Every three years, 30,000 high school 
youth and their adult leaders from across 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  

America gather for a week of faith formation 
known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. 
Through days spent in interactive learning, 
worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, 
young people grow in faith and are 
challenged and inspired to live their faith in 
their daily lives. 

An important part of the Gathering’s 
ministry are the two pre-events, the 
Multicultural Youth Leadership Event 
(MYLE), a faith formation and leadership 
development event primarily for youth of 
color, and the tAble, a gathering that brings 
together, blesses and empowers youth with 
disabilities. 

https://www.elca.org/youthgathering 

Zoom Sunday School continues through the summer!

Toddler – 2nd Grade
Sundays at 10:45-11:10am
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/672235243
Meeting ID: 672 235 243

3rd – 6th Grade
Sundays at 11:15-11:40am
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/658771183
Meeting ID: 658 771 183

Cole and Mason watch Miss Stephanie on Zoom

https://www.elca.org/youthgathering
https://www.elca.org/youthgathering
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Christian Education: VBS Photos 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director and Heather Layng, Christian Education Chair

Meghan makes Coal Crunch 
Bagel train tunnel complete with licorice tracks

Redeemer Covid19 Fund helps through Ramsey Responds

Through our Redeemer Covid19 Fund, we are blessed to be able to help local families 
known to us through Ramsey Responds. Pictured are Harris Recht from RR, Barbara Mones, 
Redeemer’s Council President, and Pastor Linderman. 
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Support Redeemer, Give Online 

by Judith Schaefer, Stewardship Committee

We're excited to share that we’ve launched online giving at the Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer through “Tithe.ly”, a safe and secure giving platform that allows you to give one-time or 
recurring gifts!  You can get started by using one of the following options: 

OPTION A.  The Tithe.ly Giving App: 

Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once 
you've downloaded the app select your church and follow the same steps as above. 

• Since this is your first time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account 
that you can use for all future gifts.  

• The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  

• Once your account has been created you won’t need to enter your personal or payment 
information. Just enter your PIN and give! 

• A reminder you have the ability to set up your gift as recurring.  

OPTION B.  Redeemer Website Giving:  

Go to www.RedemerRamsey.org and go to the “Give” menu to give through the church website. 
It's a safe and easy way to give any time.  

OPTION C.  The Tithe.ly Website 

Set up giving on the Tithe.ly website to give any time using your computer’s internet connection.  
All transactions are safe and secure.  Go to Tithe.ly to sign up at get.tithe.ly. 

•When the Tithe.ly screen opens, click on SIGN UP FREE > 

•Then select GIVE TO YOUR CHURCH 

•Then select the GIVE ONLINE button 

•Click the Create Account button and complete the information requested You need to 
this only the first time.  You will just need to sign in after completing this screen. 

•Follow the screen instructions to make your contribution.   

 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to email me back and we’d be happy to assist you 
further!  Go to the Tithe.ly website for articles that you may find useful.  

Thank you for your generosity and partnering with us to carry out Christ’s mission in these difficult 
and challenging times.  

See you on Sunday (online)! - Judith 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://tithe.ly/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/tithe-ly/id694740700?mt=8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ly.tithe.tithely&hl=en%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://tithe.ly/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Join us for a virtual Fellowship / Coffee Hour every Sunday following 9:30 am Worship.   
To join this Zoom Meeting, go to: https://zoom.us/j/345715195    
Meeting ID: 345 715 195 
Or Dial in by phone     +1-929-205-6099  US (New York)     Meeting ID: 345 715 195

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1

9th Sunday after Pentecost                                        2 
9:30A       Virtual Worship Service ** 
10:45A     Toddler – 2nd grade SS on Zoom 
11:15A     3rd – 6th grade SS on Zoom

3 4 5 6 7 8

10th Sunday after Pentecost                                       9 
9:30A       Virtual Worship Service ** 
10:45A     Toddler – 2nd grade SS on Zoom 
11:15A     3rd – 6th grade SS on Zoom 

10 11 12 13 14 15

11th Sunday after Pentecost                                     16 
9:30A       Virtual Worship Service ** 
10:45A     Toddler – 2nd grade SS on Zoom 
11:15A     3rd – 6th grade SS on Zoom 

17 18 19 20 21 22

12th Sunday after Pentecost                                    23 
9:30A       Virtual Worship Service ** 
10:45A     Toddler – 2nd grade SS on Zoom 
11:15A     3rd – 6th grade SS on Zoom 

24 25 26 27 28 29

13th Sunday after Pentecost                                    30 
9:30A       Virtual Worship Service ** 
10:45A     Toddler – 2nd grade SS on Zoom 
11:15A     3rd – 6th grade SS on Zoom 

31

Mon - Fri 9:00 A Virtual VBS Zoom 
Mon -Thurs 7:30 P Virtual VBS Recap Zoom

**Virtual Worship Services are Live on Facebook @ The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer Ramsey, NJ. 
Replay on You Tube Channel “Lamb and Flag Ministries”

https://zoom.us/j/345715195
https://zoom.us/j/345715195
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Redeemer Reminder articles for the month of September are due Thursday, August 20 

Please submit to office@redeemerramsey.org  or denise.bogatch@hotmail.com. 

Our Congregation Celebrates 

 

 
 
8/2 Mitchell Hildebrand 
8/3 Mia White 
8/4 Cole Bickford, MJ Lee 
8/6 Stacey Royle 
8/7 Lauren Tarzian 
8/8 Gloria Ahlers-Marsh, Dana White 
8/9 Ashton Koch 
8/10 Peter Manke 
8/11 Betty Johnsen, Lucas Slader  
8/12 Kathleen Creegan 
8/14 Lauren Cherven, Cory Klein, Dylan 

Pacenza  
8/15 Kurt Pralle 
8/16 Emma Eide, Theodore Schultz, Kylie Song, 

Brian Sundermann 
8/18 Oliver Finlayson 
8/19 Joan Piercy 
8/21 Audrey Hommez 
8/23 Laura Cozine, John Manke 
8/24 Ali Farinaro, Kaitlyn Fullam 
8/26 Michelle Austin, Linda DiGruttila 
8/27 Jake Royle 
8/30 Joyce Backhaus, Rosa Hess 
8/31     Ray Cusack, Joey Stauss 
 
 

 
Wedding Anniversaries 

 
8/1 Dina and Stewart Smith 
8/3 Sheryl and James Van Duzer 
8/6 Michelle and Tom Austin 
8/7 Courtney and Michael Falbo 
8/13 Dianna and Bob Farquharson 
8/16 Lauren and Peter Manke 
8/17 Roseann and Larry Thompson 
8/21 Janet and William Brazel 
  
 

 
Baptismal Anniversaries 

 
 

8/1 Jeannie Sarreshtedari 
8/5 Claire Bradley 
8/6 Mason Papp 
8/10 Jordan Karch 
8/11 Alana Pra, Lorelei Thompson 
8/16 Layla Gurney, Roy Johnsen 
8/18 Robert Buettner 
8/19 Melissa Karch 
8/21 Aiden Daehnke-Falbo 
 Jocelyn Ufferfilge 
8/25 Ian Doyle 
8/27 Richard Kunz 
8/28    Robert Fuerst 
8/30    Colt Papp 

mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com
mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com

