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Please note copies of the 
monthly Lay Ministry Schedule 

can be found in the Narthex. 

Pastor’s Message 

by Pastor Michael C. Linderman, Ph. D. 

August 2019

I write this piece while I am volunteering my time at Crossroads 
Camp and Retreat Center in Califon NJ. I'm the camp chaplain for 
this week. I give sermons during the week at the evening worship 
services and attend and listen in on the morning Bible Study with 
a different cabin each day. During the various activity periods, I 
"circulate". I walk around the camp dropping in on the various 
activities, watch as the kids play games, talk with the young adult 
counselors or adult staff, or the high-school aged junior 
counselors. And I also eat all my meals with the group. In general, 
I just try to be present and get to know the all the people who are 
part of this temporary Christian community for the week. Next 
week, another pastor will take over the chaplain's role and do the 
same.  

The theme for the week is "God's transformed community", and 
how this community (i.e. the church) transforms all of us, and the 
world. As the church shares its resources, and supports things like 
Crossroads camp, and as Redeemer and other congregations 
share their pastors for a week at camp, and as kids, young adults, 
and camp staff come together to run the programs, God's love 
gathers us in grace-filled Christian community, transforms and 
refreshes us, and sends us back into the world as witnesses to 
God's grace. 

Of course, you, the members of Redeemer, are donating my time 
for the sake of this ministry at Crossroads Camp. This is all part of 
our stewardship of our resources, so that the local church 
(Redeemer) might share in the burden and the joy of the larger 
church in the form of a summer camp of the NJ Synod. I thank 
you all for the privilege and freedom to serve the church in this 
way, and I look forward to sharing with you the joy and grace I 
have witnessed during my experience. Have a blessed Summer! 

+PL
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From the Desk of Pastor Moacir at St. Stephan’s Grace Community 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer! 

Thank you for your continuing support to St. Stephan's Grace Community.  The Holy Spirit 
continues to move us forward, stirring up people, equipping leaders and empowering 
faithful servants.  

Recently, we had the baptism of twins, a son and daughter of members of the council.   

We had a successful clothing sale, where we were able to share the used clothing with 
many people in need and raise almost $300.00 dollars.  

Our garden is thriving again. Please check our Facebook page for pictures. Several people 
have worked to prepare and plant and now we maintain it by working every Wednesday 
from 5 to 7pm.  Recently, a member of our Church started volunteering for "table to table" 
food program enabling families from the congregation to have access to fresh vegetables 
sponsored by Hello Fresh and hosted by the Ironbound Community Corporation.  

We are planning on having a week of Vacation Bible School in July and a few picnics in the 
garden to keep our kids and families engaged over the summer.  

Please remember that on October 6th,  at 4pm we will have a special celebration to 
commemorate the 10th anniversary of St. Stephan's Grace Community and the 145th 
Anniversary of St. Stephan's church building. More details will follow. 

We are also now be taking estimates for exterior painting of the church, which given the 
financial restrictions is a pretty scary process. However, considering the ministry that we do, 
we need to be good stewards of this place of ministry. We are praying and working to 
reach out to all potential friends and donors to raise the necessary funds to do the project. 
I'll share with you about our needs once we get the specifics.  
  
Again, thank you all for your prayers and support. 
"Somos uno en Cristo, somos uno" 
"We are one in Christ, we are one”! (This is part of a very popular hymn that we sing often.) 
  
Peace to all. 
  
Pastor Moacir    
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Evangelism 

by Carol Dunbar, Chair

Social Ministry 

Attention all Golfers 

  
We are now starting to plan the 6th Annual 
Redeemer Golf Outing.  Once 
again, the outing will be open to 
members and friends of the 
Congregation, male or female.  
Young adults, 12 and older, 
with their own clubs, are 
also welcome.  The outing 
will take place at Wallkill Golf Club in 
Middletown, NY (about a 45-minute ride) 
on Saturday, September 28, 2019.  The 
cost will be $75.00 per person and includes 
greens fees, cart and lunch with tip.  If you 
think you would like to be involved, please 
see Mike Vandevander or call at (201) 
783-3555.  You could also send an email to 
mvandevander@verizon.net. 

On Sunday, September 15th, Redeemer will 
be hosting a Meal Packing Event 
benefiting the Center for Food Action. We 
will be packing 10,000 Tomato Basil Pasta 
meals! Look for sign up sheets in Fellowship 
Hall. 
August's monthly envelope collection will 
benefit the Center for Food Action (CFA).

Ramsey Day - September 7, 2019 

The Evangelism Committee is meeting to 
make plans for our Ramsey Day booth. 
Ramsey Day takes place this year on 
Saturday, September 7th. 

In addition to planning activities, we will 
also need volunteers to help us with setting 
up our booth, taking it down at the end of 
the afternoon and taking shifts to running 
the booth, playing games, making friends, 
and greeting families. 

If you are interested in helping out, please 
contact me at cdunbar4@gmail.com. We 
will have a signup sheet posted in the 
fellowship hall in August. This is a great 
chance for us to be out in the community 
and fulfilling our mission statement, “We 
dedicate ourselves to nurturing the 
awareness of God’s presence in our world, 
and to sharing our blessings with others.”

Dear Redeemer family, thank 
you for the graduation gift and 
for keeping me in your prayers.  
I’ll make sure to use the pen 
while I’m completing my 
master’s through Penn State 
University! 

Peace, Ashley Knichel

RALLY DAY CHURCH PICNIC 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 

9:15A Kids’ Service Project/Parents’ 
Meeting w/ Pastor 

10:15A Worship Service 
11:30A Picnic outside  

mailto:mvandevander@verizon.net
mailto:mvandevander@verizon.net
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Music Notes - O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing…. 

by Fran Morton

June 23rd through 28th I spent in Portland, 
OR, attending the Bi-Annual Conference 
of the Association of Lutheran Church 
Musicians (ALCM).   The Redeemer 
Council sponsored my attendance. 

We met at Concordia University and spent 
four intensive days in workshops learning 
about many aspects of Lutheran church 
music past and present, participating in 
reading sessions to explore music that’s 
just now being published, traveling to 
various churches in the Portland area for 
worship services and concerts, networking 
with other conference attendees and, of 
course, singing!  For me the highlights of 
the conference were the anthem reading 
sessions where a roomful of Lutheran 
church musicians sang through a group of 
anthems selected for us by a presenter 
(usually a composer or prominent choral 
director).   And, my goodness, do those 
Lutheran church musicians sing!  It was a 
wonderful thing spending two hours 
singing with 50 or so terrific choral 
singers.   

Then, there were the Exhibitors selling a 
wide range of music and accessories for 
choirs, for handbell ringers, for organists 
and pianists.  I bought a couple of music 
items – one an anthem for Christmas (our 
library needs some additional anthems for 
this important season) and a book of 
handbell music to help us get started on 
this aspect of our music program.   

The best music and worship experience for 
me was the afternoon we spent on a 
“moveable hymn sing.”   This was actually 
three 40-minute services each at a different 
house of worship.  The format for all three 
was an opening organ prelude, a hymn (or 
two), a brief meditation/poetry reading on 
the announced theme (Creation, Love 
Incarnate, Spirit), one or two more hymns 
and a postlude.  The venues for these were 
Zion Lutheran (Creation); St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic (Love Incarnate); and Temple Beth 
Israel (Spirit).  These were the brain child of 
Susan Palo Cherwien, poet, hymn-writer and 
singer.  She often  collaborates with her 
husband David Cherwien, Music Director at 
Mt. Olive Lutheran in Minneapolis who also 
presented at the conference.    

All in all it was a terrific week – again, thank 
you to the Redeemer Council for enabling 
me to attend.   

Take a family 
picture and 
send it to us! 
Redeemer 
Member 
Directory 
Update Is 

Coming! Please email a close-up of 
yourself and/or your family to 
office@RedeemerRamsey.org

mailto:office@RedeemerRamsey.org
mailto:office@RedeemerRamsey.org
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Faith Formation Views 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director

When my kids were small, I was an 
advocate for having Sunday School during 
worship. It would have been so much 
easier for me to worship without them 
there, allowing me to focus on the Word, 
and have some adult time. When I reflect 
back on those feelings now, I’m a little 
ashamed. 

As a parent of young children, I could 
have been better about scheduling adult 
time, but worship and church aren’t the 
place for that. Children need to be in 
worship, both for them and for the adults. 

In the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
Jesus says, “Let the little children come to 
me.” Jesus elevates children in Scripture 
because they are powerless, marginalized, 
and at risk. He points to the faith of 
children in biblical times as an ideal of 
God’s kingdom. In Matthew 18:1-5, the 
disciples ask Jesus who will be the 
greatest in heaven and he puts a child in 
their midst as an example of humility. 
Jesus goes on to say, “Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me.” 
Not only are children examples of humility, 
they are a means for Christ’s presence. If 
we welcome children into our midst, we 
are welcoming Jesus as well. 

In Matthew 21: 12-16 when Jesus 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers at the Temple and cured the 
blind and the lame, it was the children 
who praised Jesus. When the scribes and 

the Pharisees became angry with the 
children, Jesus said aloud to God, “Out of 
the mouths of infants and nursing babies 
you have prepared praise for yourself.” 
Jesus pointed to the children as having 
special insight into Jesus’ identity and 
mission. 

Jesus was immersed in the scriptures, our 
Old Testament, which presents children as a 
cherished gift and a responsibility. We are to 
tenaciously care for this gift and we have a 
responsibility to provide children with 
constant nurturing and protection. God is 
passionate about God’s children and God 
expects us to care for our children. The 
Israelites understood children to be part of 
the covenant community, through God’s 
action, as a blessing for all people. 
Examples in scripture can be found in 
Deuteronomy, Joshua, 2 Samuel, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Hosea. 

So bring your children to worship (and don’t 
worry about them acting like…well, kids!) 
and welcome children in worship, both for 
the children’s faith formation AND for our 
own! “Whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 
who sent me” (Mark 10:37). 
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Activity Bags for Worship 

There are colorful canvas activity bags in 
the Coat Room for children who need to 
be occupied during the worship services. 
Please be sure to return the bags when 
leaving church.  

Christian Education News 

by Stephanie Doyle, Faith Formation Director and Heather Layng, Chair

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases 
to The Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer. Be sure to select our 
congregation at “Supporting” on 
AmazonSmile.

Is God Calling You to Volunteer for our 
Sunday school Program? 

How is God calling each of you? Are you 
being called to volunteer for our Sunday 
school program? We are in need of 
Sunday School teachers for the My Grown 
Up & Me class for the 2019-2020 school 
year. 

Ministering to our children is a gift we are 
all blessed to receive. In 2017 I read “The 
Godbearing Life: The Art of Soul Tending 
for Youth Ministry” by Kenda Creasy Dean 
& Ron Foster for my Seminary program. 
When you pray on how you are called to 
minister please keep their words in mind: 

…we’d like to offer you some sacred space 
in your life. We want to give you room to 
listen to God’s word to you and to 
experience God’s nearness and what that 
might mean for you…we will listen to what 
God has to say to us, remain open to God’s 
presence, and consider how God seems to 
be equipping us for ministry. 

We look forward to hear how you feel you 
are being called. 

Blessing of Backpacks – September 8 at 
9:15am Service 

Pastor Linderman will offer the children a 
blessing as they begin their school year. 
Children should bring their backpacks to 
worship and wear them as they come 
forward for the Children’s Sermon. 

Rally Day – September 22 – Save the 
Date! 

Installation of Sunday School Teachers – 
September 22 at 10:15am Service 

Adult Education – Monday, September 30 
at 7:30pm 

For the 2019-2020 year, we will be using the 
seven part series entitled “Animate: Bible.” 
This program digs deep into the Bible and 
how it came to be and is designed to 
reinvigorate and deepen our understanding 
of the Bible. Topics include Canon, History, 
Testaments, Gospels, Genre, Interpretation 
and Grace. September is the first session 
and it is on “Canon: Mining for the Word.” A 
sign-up sheet will be in Fellowship Hall in 
early September. The cost of the Animate: 
Bible Journal is $15. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fri Sat

1 

10:00A Al-Anon 
Fellowship Hall 

2 3

8th Sunday             4 
 in Pentecost          

9:15A Service of Holy 
Communion 
10:15A Coffee Hour

5 
Vacation 

Bible 
School 

9:30A - 12P

6 
VBS 

9:30 - 12P 

7 
VBS 

9:30 - 12P 

8 
VBS 

9:30 - 12P 
                   

9 
VBS 
9:30-
12P

10

9th Sunday           11 
 in Pentecost   

9:15A Service of Holy 
Communion 
10:15A Coffee Hour

12 13 

No Council 
Meeting 

14 15 

Deadline for July 
Redeemer 
Reminder 

10:00A Al-Anon 
Fellowship Hall

16 17

10th Sunday              18 
in Pentecost 

9:15A Service of Holy 
Communion 
10:15A Coffee Hour 

10:30A Council 
Meeting

19 20 21 22 

10:00A Al-Anon 
Fellowship Hall

23 24

11th Sunday        25 
in Pentecost 

9:15A Service of Holy 
Communion 
10:15A Coffee Hour

26 27 28 29 30 31

August 2019
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Redeemer Reminder Articles for the month of 
September are due Thursday, August, 15. 

Please submit to office@redeemerramsey.org  or 
denise.bogatch@hotmail.com. 

Our Congregation Celebrates 

 

 
 
8/2 Mitchell Hildebrand 
8/3 Mia White 
8/4 Cole Bickford, MJ Lee 
8/6 Stacey Royle 
8/7 Liesel Riedel Carvajal 
8/8 Gloria Ahlers-Marsh, Dana White 
8/9 Ashton Koch, Shane Roche 
8/10 Peter Manke 
8/11 Betty Johnsen, Lucas Slader  
8/12 Kathleen Creegan, Brenda Tarulli 
8/13     Maxwell Hoerter 
8/14 Lauren Cherven, Cory Klein, Dylan 

Pacenza  
8/15 Kurt Pralle 
8/16 Emma Eide, Theodore Schultz, Derek 

Song, Kylie Song, Brian Sundermann 
8/18 Oliver Finlayson 
8/19 Joan Piercy 
8/21 Audrey Hommez 
8/23 Laura Cozine, Paula Crafts, John Manke 
8/24 Ali Farinaro, Kaitlyn Fullam 
8/26 Michelle Austin, Linda DiGruttila 
8/27 Jake Royle 
8/30 Joyce Backhaus, Rosa Hess 
8/31     Ray Cusack, Joey Stauss 
 
 

 
Wedding Anniversaries 

 
8/1 Dina and Stewart Smith 
8/3 Sheryl and James Van Duzer 
8/6 Michelle and Tom Austin 
8/7 Courtney and Michael Falbo 
8/13 Dianna and Bob Farquharson 
8/17 Cheryl and Ted Kissel 
 Roseann and Larry Thompson 
8/21 Janet and William Brazel 
  
 

 
Baptismal Anniversaries 

 
 

8/1 Jeannie Sarreshtedari 
8/5 Claire Bradley 
8/6 Mason Papp 
8/10 Jordan Karch 
8/11 Alana Pra, Lorelei Thompson 
8/16 Layla Gurney, Roy Johnsen 
8/18 Robert Buettner 
8/19 Melissa Karch 
8/21 Aiden Daehnke-Falbo 
 Jocelyn Ufferfilge 
8/25 Ian Doyle 
8/27 Richard Kunz 
8/28    Robert Fuerst 
8/30    Colt Papp 

Girl Scout Brownie Troop 96010 sent us a thank you for letting them use our space.

mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com
mailto:office@redeemerramsey.org
mailto:denise.bogatch@hotmail.com

